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Back to
Journalism!

Introduction
Students will engage in more writing practice paying attention to biased language,
organization, conciseness, and other aspects of their writing styles.

Objectives
1. Students will be able to engage in writing using Journalism techniques
2. Students will learn how to about biased language, organization, remove biased language,
3. Students will become more aware of the good and poor aspects to their writing styles
through peer revision.

Agenda
1.
2.
3.
4.

Principles of Journalism
Analyzing Real Articles
Persuasion Exercise
Conclusion/Discussion

Facilitation Notes
1.

Make sure students are working and engaged in giving feedback during the writing activity
and peer review activity. Check in on students.
2. Make sure students make comments on each other’s writing

Activities
Free Writing Time!! (15 minutes)
Purpose:
The purpose of this activity is to give students the opportunity to write freely about a
specific image while being aware of their writing styles. They must create their own story
based off of their selected photo.
Materials:
Random Photo Slideshow
Directions:
1. Have students select a photo from the slideshow
2. Give them 8 minutes to write/research as necessary

3. Have students (voluntarily) share their stories to the class

Principles of Journalism (10-15 minutes)
Purpose:
In this activity, students will learn about the ethics of journalism.
Materials:
Google slides summary of information below
Directions:
Have students write on the whiteboard what they think are important principles/aspects of
journalism. Once everyone has written their ideas, discuss them before introducing the 5
principles below:
Fairness and Impartiality
- While objectivity is not always possible or even necessary, concealing or misrepresenting
opposing sides of an issue calls the truth of the article into question
- Again, IMSA is very politically charged and a lot of students may be trying to prove a point
with their research. We should prevent them from only displaying the data that they
believe proves their answer
Accountability
- Acknowledge errors and possible mistakes in your article and research. This helps improve
accuracy and trustworthiness.
Independence
- Journalists should share their own voices and not lie about influences like sponsors or
political leanings. This goes along with the truth category.
- At a place as politically charged as IMSA, acknowledging any political or other biases and
motivations is critical to having an ethical project.
Truth and Accuracy
- What’s the point in journalism if what you write isn’t accurate? You must always strive to
give as much accuracy as possible.
- Students should use credible and reliable sources so their projects are accurate enough to
be relevant and useful.
Humanity
- Journalists are not supposed to do harm by, for example, publishing sensitive data about a
private individual. While stories may be hurtful because of their stance on an issue, they
should not do more than cause emotional reactions.
- As a journalist, it is important to consider the consent of individuals who you’re writing
about.
- Though it’s unlikely anyone will be dealing with sensitive information that threatens their
humanity during the IMPACT year, this is something we should teach for future reference.

Analyzing Real Articles (10 min) (specializations)
Purpose:
The purpose of this activity is to allow for the whole class to have a better idea as to what
they could integrate into their writing. Having the whole class’s opinion on a certain article will help
each student learn from the class discussion.
Materials:
- Examples of a Good Data Journalism Article: https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2019why-amazon-rainforest-is-on-fire/

- Additional Article, if needed: https://smamidi6.wixsite.com/universal-cpr
Directions:
1. Show students a real data journalism article
2. Analyze the pros and cons of the article with a class discussion
3. The discussion will take place in the form of a game
4. The class will be halved for the pros and cons, and two sides of the classroom are where
both groups will stand
5. Ask the students of one side to give some pros and ask the other side to give some cons
Discussion:
Was this a strong article? Why or why not?

Persuasion Exercise (20-25 min) (specializations)
Purpose:
Get students thinking about how they will choose their words for better persuasion in their
articles.
Materials:
- Computer with a blank doc or pencil and paper
- https://www.masterclass.com/articles/persuasive-writing-tips-and-techniques#8-tipsfor-better-persuasive-writing (Introduced previously, just for reference)
Directions:
1. Take 5 minutes to go through the article on how to write a persuasive piece and answer
questions students have about it: i.e. what is a rhetorical question?
2. Students get 10 minutes to write a paper to persuade their facilitators into why they should
be let out early.
3. Challenge students to use at least 4 tips from the article.
4. After 10 minutes is up, have students share their responses in front of the class.
Discussion:
1. What have you learned about persuasive writing from this activity?
2. How will you incorporate this into your project?
Facilitator Notes:
Make sure the students know it doesn’t matter if they agree with the topic, but they should
do their best to write an article that advocates for it.

Conclusion/Discussion (5 minutes)
Purpose:
Reflect on important concepts covered in the module to help students better retain the
information
Materials:
Students’ articles
Directions:
1. Discuss
a. Were there aspects of your peers' work that you wish to incorporate into your
future writing?
b. How can you avoid bias?
c. What are some of the best ways to organize information?
d. How do you write concisely?

Facilitator Notes:
Feel free to let your class out 5 minutes early

